T. Kira on Japanese vegetation zones, H. Meusel et al. on growth forms in relation to application of biocides, M. Numata on the impact of urbanization on vegetation in Japan, and L. Steubing on lichens as indicators of immission load. Most of the papers are of less value, being either too short summaries of studies already known from other publications or too loosely presented outlines of current management and planning issues.
The excursion is integrally reported on by Ch. Ellenberg in a vivid and effective way. Further 23 of the participants give their personal impressions. Again a considerable variation in scope and presentation is found. One of the few contributions worth being mentioned here is G.H. Schwabe's 'Anmerkungen zur Japan-Aktion 1974" in which Japans environmental crisis is lucidly and philosophically described. The main impression the general reader will obtain from working through the almost 200 pages in this part of the book is one of admiration for Miyawaki, who not only organized the event in a splendid way but also organized applied vegetation science in this country very effectively. Indeed, the environmental problems of lowland Japan, being densely populated, heavily industrialized and severely polluted, are tremendous and what Miyawaki and his co-workers are achieving by laying out protective plantings on the basis of maps of the potential natural vegetation is quite impressive. And this brings us back to R. Ttixen, whom We may call the founder of applied phytosociology. Tfixen is present throughout the book, being addressed, quoted and referred to. Moreover he contributed to the book with a so-called commemorative lecture on the significance of phytosociology for the protection of the environment and an excursion report with comparative phytosociological observations 'Unsere Reise durch Japan'. Characteristic for his way of life, and worth being commemorated here, is that R. Tiixen celebrated his 75th birthday during the excursion! As a tribute to this man and his influence in Japan the book is indispensable in any phytosociological library.
E. van der Maarel.
